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How can we help wildlife in the garden in winter?
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Here’s just a few ideas, some of which you may already do?

1. Put up (more) bird boxes and clean out bird boxes that are already in place!  Have you considered putting up Bat, Swift, Swallow or Martin boxes? 
2. Start feeding the birds with fat balls or similar (especially during cold weather).  The fat is a good energy source to help them keep warm. Oh, and don’t forget that bird feeders should be cleaned regularly.
3. If you are going to tidy up your garden, retain some overgrown ‘wild’ areas in the garden for the benefit of wildlife.

4. If you are aware of the presence locally of hedgehogs, consider buying or making a hedgehog box?  If you already have one, replace or put in dry straw/hay or grass (assuming it’s not already got a resident!)

5. For next year’s flowers, consider native species and/or those that flower early (or late) and are a good nectar source.
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6. Install bug hotels (even build your own, though may be not as elaborate as the one in the photo!). 

7. Ensure there is always water available for the wildlife and if this is for example a pond, that any wildlife can get out if they fall in!

8. Add a log pile in a corner of the garden in a shaded area.

9. If you have a pond and intend to do a clean out, consider just a partial clean and leave the material by the side of the pond for a couple of days for wildlife to have an opportunity to get back in the water.
10. Swallows, Martins and Swifts had a bad start to the year due to the dry weather and lack of mud for nest building.  So, if you have a wildlife pond consider making mud available for next spring?

Just a few thoughts to keep you busy!

Julian
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The South East Essex Conservation Volunteers

 (TCV Community Network)


All projects start at 10.00am at the designated meeting place.  If you intend to arrive later, please arrange to meet on site.  You are not required to stay all day, or even work all day!  Don’t forget to bring some food and drink, to dress in old clothes and to wear stout footwear (preferably safety toe-caps).  Please also bring work/gardening gloves.  If you think you may have difficulties with directions, please phone Julian on 01702 258492.
N.B. Children under 18 years MUST be accompanied by a responsible parent/guardian.

*** PLEASE CONTACT US TO CONFIRM A PROJECT IS GOING AHEAD BEFORE ATTENDING ***
September 24th - St. Mary’s Nature Reserve, North Shoebury (Southend Borough Council)

Meet in the car park of St. Mary’s church, North Shoebury Road, North Shoebury.

General maintenance required at this site including path/litter/pond clearance and possibly meadow maintenance.
.N.B. This may be a morning-only project.
October 8th - Finches Nature Reserve, Canewdon      
Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon.
General maintenance tasks such as path/pond clearance, meadow work and other jobs, as required.

October 22nd - Butts Hill Pond, Canewdon (Essex Wildlife Trust)
Meet on site, access is via Butts Paddock.  Enter private driveway on right hand side, just a few metres along in Butts Paddock. 
Project involves clearing reedmace from the pond edge and others tasks, if required.  Please bring wellingtons or waders, if you have them.
November 5th - Rayleigh Mount (National Trust)

Meet by the main entrance to the Mount in Bellingham Lane, near the Mill Hall.                                                           
Removing bramble encroaching on the moat and possibly working in the orchard area or elsewhere, as required.
November 19th – No project arranged

December 3rd - St. Laurence Orchard, Eastwood (Trust Links / Southend Borough Council)

Meet on site.  The Orchard is on the corner where St. Laurence Way meets Eastwoodbury Lane.

Hedge maintenance and others tasks, as required.  We have gradually been laying the perimeter hedge at this site.

(There is now an indoor space to shelter at this site, if needed!)

December 17th – Canewdon sites (e.g. Finches Nature Reserve, Paddock Copse)
Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon.

Coppicing around the pond at Finches, path work and other winter jobs, as necessary.
Please feel free to bring along some festive food to share.
We wish you a very Merry Christmas!  Projects continue in 2024




                                                                                                                                               



St. Laurence Orchard


(on corner where St. Laurence Way meets Eastwoodbury Lane)


� HYPERLINK "https://stlaurenceorchard.wordpress.com/" �https://stlaurenceorchard.wordpress.com/�





Apple Day


�


Saturday 7th October 2023


11.00am until 2.00pm





An outdoor event for all to enjoy!





SEECV have been invited to run a stall and activity at this event.  Please let us know if you can help.    





Prior to the event, Trust Links is holding a work party on Monday 2nd October (10.00am to 2.00pm) at this site. SEECV members are invited to attend though you will need to sign up as an associate member of Trust Links.  Please contact us to register your interest.


 








The group is currently in the process of changing its bank account £££.  Please bear �  with us if there is any delay in the processing of payments.





If you have group tools and are not attending a project, please could you ensure they are left with someone who is attending.  We need to ensure we have enough tools on any project day for any new members and for those who are unable to transport tools too.





Thank you! 😊











For further information, please contact the South East Essex Conservation Volunteers:





SEECV, c/o Charnwood, Anchor Lane, Canewdon, Rochford, Essex, SS4 3PB





Tel: 01702 258492 (Julian)





Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:SEECV@abpayne.plus.com" �SEECV@abpayne.plus.com�  Website: � HYPERLINK "https://www.seecv.org.uk/" �https://www.seecv.org.uk/�








