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SOUTH EAST ESSEX                                
CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS
(TCV Community Network)


Biodiversity in the UK
(A) Cause for Concern

1. A recent (2018) international study analysed patterns of change in abundance and diversity of 39,000 species of plants and animals across 18,600 sites, globally, and calculated a ‘Biodiversity Intactness Index’ for each country.  It estimated that the UK ranked 189th out of 218 countries included in the study, making us one of the most nature-depleted countries in the world.

2. 71% of the land in the UK is farmland.  Modern farming is typified by large farms with large fields maintained as monocultures with high inputs of pesticides and fertilisers.  Wild flowers and weeds are scarce and so there is no nectar or pollen for butterflies, and no food for caterpillars, froghoppers and beetles.

3. Birds:  There has been a serious countryside decline in the numbers of many birds since the 1970s.  Extensive research has shown that the declines have been caused primarily by the ever-intensive management of agricultural land, with species such as Turtle Doves, Tree Sparrows and Grey Partridge down at least 90% since 1970.

4. Butterflies: in its report on the state of the UK’s Butterflies 2022, Butterfly Conservation found that since the 1970s almost twice as many UK species have decreased in abundance or distribution that have increased, viz 61% have decreased and 32% increased.

(B) Some Positives

1. Rewilding projects: a well-known example in the UK is the Knepp project in West Sussex.  The Knepp estate was formerly a large, farmed estate covering 1,700 hectares.  As the farm was running at a heavy loss the owners decided to ‘rewild’ and let nature take its course.  Twenty years later the estate abounds with wildlife, including thriving populations of some of our scarcest birds and insects, including Nightingales, Turtle Doves, Purple Emperor butterflies and dung beetles.

2. Targeted species: focussed approaches to conservation have brought many of the most celebrated conservation successes of recent years.  Examples are the reintroductions of Red Kites, White-tailed Eagles, Pine Martens (to Wales), and Large Blue butterflies.

3. There are nature-friendly alternatives to modern industrial, input-intensive farming:

a. Regenerative agriculture is nature-positive farming, involving understanding the individual context of each farm, nurturing soils and plant roots, and encouraging rotational cattle grazing.

b. Organic farming reduces the pesticide burden on the environment.  Ideally it should adopt the model of the allotments, as allotments produce lots of food (many producing the equivalent of 20 tons of food per hectare) and support high biodiversity, and most use few or no pesticides.

         Alan Last.
         Editor: Thank you Alan for a very informative article
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The South East Essex Conservation Volunteers

 (TCV Community Network)


All projects start at 10.00am at the designated meeting place.  If you intend to arrive later, please arrange to meet on site.  You are not required to stay all day, or even work all day!  Don’t forget to bring some food and drink, to dress in old clothes and to wear stout footwear (preferably safety toe-caps).  Please also bring work/gardening gloves.  If you think you may have difficulties with directions, please phone Julian on 01702 258492.
N.B. Children under 18 years MUST be accompanied by a responsible parent/guardian.

May 21st - Canewdon sites (e.g. Finches Nature Reserve / Lion Creek (EWT) / Village Pond)      
Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon.
General maintenance tasks such as path/pond clearance and other jobs, as required.

June 4th - Rayleigh Mount (National Trust)

Meet by the main entrance to the Mount in Bellingham Lane, near the Mill Hall.                                                           
Possibly working in the orchard area or elsewhere, as required.
June 18th - Canewdon sites (e.g. Finches Nature Reserve / Lion Creek (EWT) / Village Pond)      
Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon.
General maintenance tasks such as path/pond clearance and other jobs, as required.

July 2nd – No project arranged
July 16th - St. Mary’s Nature Reserve, North Shoebury (Southend Borough Council)

Meet in the car park of St. Mary’s church, North Shoebury Road, North Shoebury.

General maintenance required at this site (path, litter clearance etc.).
.N.B. This may be a morning-only project.
July 30th - Canewdon sites (e.g. Finches Nature Reserve / Lion Creek (EWT) / Village Pond)      
Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon.
General maintenance tasks such as path/pond clearance and other jobs, as required.

Projects resume in September.  Enjoy the summer break!




                                                                                                                                               
St. Laurence Orchard, Eastwood





Trust Links (local charity) is holding work parties (10.00am to 2.00pm) at this site on:





Monday 5th June 2023


Monday 3rd July 2023


Monday 7th August 2023





SEECV members are invited to attend though you will need to sign up as an associate member of Trust Links.  Please contact us to register your interest or visit � HYPERLINK "https://stlaurenceorchard.wordpress.com/work-party-days/" �https://stlaurenceorchard.wordpress.com/work-party-days/� for more information.








The group is currently in the process of changing its bank account £££.  Please bear �  with us if there is any delay in the processing of payments.





If you have group tools and are not attending a project, please could you ensure they are left with someone who is attending.  We need to ensure we have enough tools available for any new members and for those who are unable to transport tools too.





Thank you! 😊











For further information, please contact the South East Essex Conservation Volunteers:





SEECV, c/o Charnwood, Anchor Lane, Canewdon, Rochford, Essex, SS4 3PB





Tel: 01702 258492 (Julian)





Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:SEECV@abpayne.plus.com" �SEECV@abpayne.plus.com�  Website: � HYPERLINK "https://www.seecv.org.uk/" �https://www.seecv.org.uk/�








