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Hazel (Corylus Avellana)
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A deciduous native tree, hazel is commonly used as a hedgerow plant.  It is also great for coppicing, producing long straight stems that can be used as stakes or poles (e.g. for growing climbing beans).  Coppicing is a woodland management practice where stems are cut down to the ground in winter (dormant season) about every 5 years or so.
The hazelnuts are eaten by animals such as dormice, jays, nuthatches and woodpeckers.  They are also particularly attractive to squirrels and people (especially when added to chocolate bars!).  The leaves provide food for moth caterpillars (e.g. large emerald), these caterpillars being a food source for dormice too.   

Coppiced hazel can provide shelter for ground nesting birds and the open wildflower-rich coppiced areas are good for butterflies, in particular fritillaries.

Wood slices cut from coppiced hazel stems are great for woodland crafts too!


Practical conservation projects throughout south east Essex                                                                      Autumn 2024 Programme


The South East Essex Conservation Volunteers

 (TCV Community Network)


All projects start at 10.00am at the designated meeting place.  If you intend to arrive later, please arrange to meet on site.  You are not required to stay all day, or even work all day!  Don’t forget to bring some food and drink, to dress in old clothes and to wear stout footwear (preferably safety toe-caps).  Please also bring work/gardening gloves.  If you think you may have difficulties with directions, please phone Julian on 07579 018720.
N.B. Children under 18 years MUST be accompanied by a responsible parent/guardian.

*** PLEASE CONTACT US TO CONFIRM A PROJECT IS GOING AHEAD BEFORE ATTENDING ***
September 22nd - St. Mary’s Nature Reserve, North Shoebury (Southend Borough Council)

Meet in the car park of St. Mary’s church, North Shoebury Road, North Shoebury.

General maintenance required at this site including path/litter/pond clearance and possibly meadow maintenance.
.N.B. This may be a morning-only project.
October 6th - Butts Hill Pond, Canewdon (Essex Wildlife Trust)
Meet on site, access is via Butts Paddock.  Enter private driveway on right hand side, just a few metres along in Butts Paddock. 
Project involves pulling reedmace and branched bur-reed to clear parts of the pond and cutting/stacking overhanging willow.  Please bring wellingtons or waders, if you have them.
October 20th - Canewdon sites (e.g. Finches Nature Reserve, Paddock Copse, Village Pond)
Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon.
General maintenance tasks such as path/pond clearance, meadow work and other jobs, as required.

November 3rd - Rayleigh Mount (National Trust)

Meet by the main entrance to the Mount in Bellingham Lane, near the Mill Hall.                                                           
Possibly working in the orchard area, removing encroaching bramble around the moat or other tasks, as required.
November 17th – No project arranged
December 1st - St. Laurence Orchard, Eastwood (Trust Links / Southend Borough Council)

Meet on site.  The Orchard is on the corner where St. Laurence Way meets Eastwoodbury Lane.

Hedge maintenance and others tasks, as required.  We have gradually been laying the perimeter hedge at this site.

December 15th – Finches Nature Reserve, Canewdon
Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon.

Coppicing around the pond at Finches, path work and other winter jobs, as necessary.
Please feel free to bring along some festive food to share.
We wish you a very Merry Christmas!  Projects continue in 2025



                                                                                                                                               
St. Laurence Orchard


(on corner where St. Laurence Way meets Eastwoodbury Lane)


� HYPERLINK "https://stlaurenceorchard.wordpress.com/" �https://stlaurenceorchard.wordpress.com/�





Apple Day


�


Saturday 12th October 2024


11.00am until 2.00pm





An outdoor event for all to enjoy!





SEECV are invited to run a stall at this event.  Please let us know if you can help with either staffing the stall and running an activity, or setting up and packing down.   














The group is currently in the process of changing its bank account £££.  Please bear �  with us if there is any delay in the processing of payments.





If you have group tools and are not attending a project, please could you ensure they are left with someone who is attending.  We need to ensure we have enough tools on any project day for any new members and for those who are unable to transport tools too.





Your support is much appreciated.











For further information, please contact the South East Essex Conservation Volunteers:





SEECV, c/o Charnwood, Anchor Lane, Canewdon, Rochford, Essex, SS4 3PB





Tel: 07579 018720 (Julian)





Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:SEECV@abpayne.plus.com" �SEECV@abpayne.plus.com�  Website: � HYPERLINK "https://www.seecv.org.uk/" �https://www.seecv.org.uk/�








