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I was working on my allotment this weekend, admiring the plethora of bees that were visiting my comfrey plant.  I had let the plant go somewhat rampant but was now benefitting from these wonderful pollinators.  Similarly, some foxgloves had self-seeded in my garden and these were also attracting the bees.  It just illustrates that not being too tidy reaps benefits for nature (and us, of course!).  

So, I thought I’d write an article on bees.  However, capturing photos of the bees proved somewhat difficult.  My lack of photographic skills, basic equipment and the constant breeze, meant I was unable to obtain that crystal clear image.  So, it was not to be ….      
On many a SEECV publicity stall, we have often run a plant identification game.  A couple of the plants often chosen are Dog Rose (Rosa canina) and Guelder Rose (Viburnum opulus).  Guelder Rose, a native species, is often unknown to many and, despite its name, is not actually part of the rose family.  It belongs to the Adoxaceae family and its leaves look more like a maple than a rose.  It bears clusters of small red berries, only edible in small amounts.
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So, I won’t sit on the fence, thinking up something to write this time was not easy - I hope I’ve nailed it!  Producing an article is a staple of SEECV newsletters and a prerequisite before posting out.  Please feel free to tamper with my words, you may be more driven to do this than me.  Just don’t have a dig at me, or send me cutting remarks, as I may take offence!  Take a leaf out of my book, branch out, maybe you can write the next newsletter article?!!  Yes, I think you’ve twigged, there’s a lot at stake here 😊.   
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The South East Essex Conservation Volunteers

 (TCV Community Network)


All projects start at 10.00am at the designated meeting place.  If you intend to arrive later, please arrange to meet on site.  You are not required to stay all day, or even work all day!  Don’t forget to bring some food and drink, to dress in old clothes and to wear stout footwear (preferably safety toe-caps).  Please also bring work/gardening gloves.  If you think you may have difficulties with directions, please phone Julian on 07579 018720.
N.B. Children under 18 years MUST be accompanied by a responsible parent/guardian.

*** PLEASE CONTACT US TO CONFIRM A PROJECT IS GOING AHEAD BEFORE ATTENDING ***
June 2nd - Rayleigh Mount (National Trust)

Meet by the main entrance to the Mount in Bellingham Lane, near the Mill Hall.                                                           
Possibly working in the orchard area or elsewhere, as required.

June 16th - Canewdon sites (e.g. Finches Nature Reserve / Lion Creek (EWT) / Village Pond)      
Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon.
General maintenance tasks such as path/pond clearance and other jobs, as required.

June 30th – No project arranged

July 14th - St. Mary’s Nature Reserve, North Shoebury (Southend Borough Council)

Meet in the car park of St. Mary’s church, North Shoebury Road, North Shoebury.

General maintenance required at this site (path, litter clearance etc.).

.N.B. This may be a morning-only project.
July 28th - Canewdon sites (e.g. Finches Nature Reserve / Lion Creek (EWT) / Village Pond)      
Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon.
General maintenance tasks such as path/pond clearance and other jobs, as required.

Projects resume in September.  Enjoy the summer break!



                                                                                                                                               
The annual membership (£3.00) is due on May 1st 2024. 





To renew your membership, please complete and return a renewal form or bring along to a work party.  If we do not hear from you, we will remove you from our mailing list and records.





Please email us any contributions or articles for the next newsletter.





Could you design a poster or know someone who could help?  We can then display in local supermarkets etc. to attract new members.














The group is currently in the process of changing its bank account £££.  Please bear �  with us if there is any delay in the processing of payments.





If you have group tools and are not attending a project, please could you ensure they are left with someone who is attending.  We need to ensure we have enough tools on any project day for any new members and for those who are unable to transport tools too.





Your support is much appreciated.











For further information, please contact the South East Essex Conservation Volunteers:





SEECV, c/o Charnwood, Anchor Lane, Canewdon, Rochford, Essex, SS4 3PB





Tel: 07579 018720 (Julian)





Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:SEECV@abpayne.plus.com" �SEECV@abpayne.plus.com�  Website: � HYPERLINK "https://www.seecv.org.uk/" �https://www.seecv.org.uk/�








