Practical conservation projects throughout south east Essex                                                                                          Autumn 2025
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 SOUTH EAST ESSEX                                
 CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS
 (TCV Community Network)
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Canewdon: Field 244 aka ‘Finches’ (a site the group has worked at since 1989)
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Approx 2 acres. Bordered to the north by Lambourne Hall Road and to the south, Gardiners Lane.  East and west appearing to be ditch boundaries.  

Owned by the Canewdon Trust probably since the 16th Century and as part of bequeaths left to the Trust. Likely as part of that endowed by Agnes Finch and referenced as Finches in the advert requesting tenders dated 1930.
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Recorded as Allotments in 1906 with the Trust earning an income of £3 3s.
Various lands purchased by the Air Ministry in 1938 (see aerial photo of Radar Station) but records suggest that it was only in 1946 did they acquire the ‘footpath’ through Finches and for the princely sum of £10.

Sold back to the Trust, together with the Radar Station/Transmitter Site (south of Gardiners Lane), in c1960, with the ‘footpath’ being sold back separately. 

In 1967 there was only one allotment in use in Field 244, with another Canewdon resident requesting to lease the remaining area for grazing (Do we assume that the allotments were still active during the war and that the Air Ministry only used the footpath?  Doesn’t say much about security?)

Rented in 1973 at £50/annum for pig farming but it appears only for a year.

Leased as agricultural land until 1980 when a decision was made to retain the field as a Nature Reserve/Wildlife Site.

In 1981 the pond was excavated.

In 1990 it was formally named Finches, after Agnes Finch (or Fitch) who left a significant property to the Canewdon Trust in the 16th century.

The photo of the island taken in June 1983 shows how much the wildlife site has matured in the intervening years.

Hopefully, I may find more time to research further to confirm and clarify the above potted history, especially whether Field 244 was indeed part of the farm colloquially named Finches and the bequest from Agnes. 
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The South East Essex Conservation Volunteers

 (TCV Community Network)


All projects start at 10.00am at the designated meeting place.  If you intend to arrive later, please arrange to meet on site.  You are not required to stay all day, or even work all day!  Don’t forget to bring some food and drink, to dress in old clothes and to wear stout footwear (preferably safety toe-caps).  Please also bring work/gardening gloves.  If you think you may have difficulties with directions, please phone Julian on 07579 018720.
N.B. Children under 18 years MUST be accompanied by a responsible parent/guardian.

*** PLEASE CONTACT US TO CONFIRM A PROJECT IS GOING AHEAD BEFORE ATTENDING ***
September 7th – Canewdon Village Pond
Meet on site in Lambourne Hall Road (next to Canewdon C of E Primary School).
Projects involve exchanging duck houses, removing silt and cutting back brambles etc.
September 21st - St. Mary’s Nature Reserve, North Shoebury (Southend Borough Council)

Meet in the car park of St. Mary’s church, North Shoebury Road, North Shoebury.

General maintenance required at this site including path/litter/pond clearance.

October 5th - Canewdon sites (e.g. Finches Nature Reserve, Paddock Copse, Village Pond)
Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon.
Footpath maintenance, meadow maintenance and other jobs, as necessary.
October 19th - Butts Hill Pond, Canewdon (Essex Wildlife Trust)
Meet on site, access is via Butts Paddock.  Enter private driveway on right hand side, just a few metres along in Butts Paddock.

Improvements to the site, under the guidance of warden Jeff Delve.

November 2nd - Rayleigh Mount (National Trust)

Meet by the main entrance to the Mount in Bellingham Lane, near the Mill Hall.                                                           
Carrying out coppicing work on the Mount.
November 16th – Finches Nature Reserve, Canewdon
Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon.

Winter maintenance work.

November 30th - St. Laurence Orchard, Eastwood (Trust Links / Southend Borough Council)

Meet on site.  The Orchard is on the corner where St. Laurence Way meets Eastwoodbury Lane.

Hedge maintenance and others tasks, as required.  We have created extensive dead hedges at this site from material trimmed from the perimeter hawthorn hedge.
December 14th – Finches Nature Reserve, Canewdon
Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon.

Coppicing around the pond, path work and other winter jobs, as necessary.
Please feel free to bring along some festive food to share 😊.
We wish you a very Merry Christmas!  Projects resume in 2026.



                                                                                                                                               
St. Laurence Orchard


(on corner where St. Laurence Way meets Eastwoodbury Lane)


� HYPERLINK "https://stlaurenceorchard.wordpress.com/" �https://stlaurenceorchard.wordpress.com/�





Apple Day


�


Saturday 4th October 2025


11.00am until 2.00pm





An outdoor event for all to enjoy!





SEECV are invited to run a stall at this event.  Please let us know if you can help with either staffing the stall and running an activity, or setting up and packing down.   








For further information, please contact the South East Essex Conservation Volunteers:





SEECV, c/o Charnwood, Anchor Lane, Canewdon, Rochford, Essex, SS4 3PB





Tel: 07579 018720 (Julian)





Email:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:seecv87@gmail.com"�seecv87@gmail.com�  Website: � HYPERLINK "https://www.seecv.org.uk/" �https://www.seecv.org.uk/�








