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SOUTH EAST ESSEX                                
 CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS
(TCV Community Network)

In praise of ‘Bell Open Space’

Bell Open Space and an adjoining strip of new housing were both chipped off a traditional size school field with traditional size Lombardy poplars round the perimeter. I hazard that Bell Open Space may be the fruit of ‘Biodiversity Net Gain’ which I am told may soon share the demise of the unfortunate poplars.

For those who have not had the pleasure of meeting Bell Open Space, it is just across the road from the Bell pub Prittlewell, has imposing signage, and consists of a ‘bund’ running parallel to the dual carriageway with a nice fence between the road and the south facing mound. This has a luxuriant growth of gorse all along the summit, which is always in flower (part of being gorse I believe) and underneath, a slope of sun baked bare earth that is much enjoyed by basking insects, enjoying the monopoly before some lizards move in and disturb their little paradise.

Below, an interesting flora is thriving. The knapweed, teazels and medic seem far too diverse to have arrived naturally over its short existence, but the grape hyacinth, polyanthus and bluebells of dubious pedigree may well have slipped in with the bund soil. The site boasts strawberry trees with sumptuous fruit (that one only tries once!)  The wildlife loves the place.  I can see someone did a good thoughtful job sowing and setting up this little wild strip. I am a big fan, and so are the common blue butterflies my camera intruded on at an intimate moment last year, and the peacocks sizing up the territory this March. I am not sure who actually owns or maintains it, little seems needed really, an occasional litter pick?  Personally I like and admire its unmanicured charm and covet its abandoned tree stakes!      

Photos from the site: Common blues, fruit of strawberry tree and firebugs.
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Editor:  Thanks Ian, this certainly highlights the benefit of small wildlife areas.  We think the area may be Council owned.

Practical conservation projects throughout south east Essex                                                                      Summer 2026 Programme

The South East Essex Conservation Volunteers

 (TCV Community Network)


All projects start at 10.00am at the designated meeting place.  If you intend to arrive later, please arrange to meet on site.  You are not required to stay all day, or even work all day!  Don’t forget to bring some food and drink, to dress in old clothes and to wear stout footwear (preferably safety toe-caps).  Please also bring work/gardening gloves.  If you think you may have difficulties with directions, please phone Julian on 07579 018720.
N.B. Children under 18 years MUST be accompanied by a responsible parent/guardian.

*** PLEASE CONTACT US TO CONFIRM A PROJECT IS GOING AHEAD BEFORE ATTENDING ***
May 17th – No project arranged

May 31st – Finches Nature Reserve, Canewdon
Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon.
Path maintenance and other essential jobs, if necessary.  Installation of some steps is also planned.
June 14th – No project arranged

June 28th – Finches Nature Reserve, Canewdon
Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon.
Path maintenance and other essential jobs, if necessary.  

July 12th - St. Mary’s Nature Reserve, North Shoebury (Southend City Council)

Meet in the car park of St. Mary’s church, North Shoebury Road, North Shoebury.

General maintenance required at this site including path/litter/pond clearance.

N.B.  Please note this may be a morning only project.
July 26th – Roach River tidy up
Meet at Rankin’s Cricket Club Pavilion, Broomhills, Stambridge Road, Rochford.

Entry to the ground is by the private driveway opposite the Cherry Tree PH, the gate will be open from about 9.30am (shelter and toilets will be available).

We will be removing litter from the riverside.

Projects resume in September.  Enjoy the summer break!



                                                                                                                                               
The annual membership (£3.00) is due on May 1st 2026. 





To renew your membership, please complete and return a renewal form or bring along to a work party.





If paying by bank transfer please ensure you put SUBS <surname> in the reference.





Cash/cheques are still welcome too!























              📷





Good photos from our work sites and project days are always welcome.  We may then include them in our newsletter or use for other publicity purposes.  





Of course, always remember to check on photo permissions before capturing people in your snaps 😊.





Please email any photos to �HYPERLINK "mailto:seecv87@gmail.com"�seecv87@gmail.com�.








For further information, please contact the South East Essex Conservation Volunteers:





SEECV, c/o Charnwood, Anchor Lane, Canewdon, Rochford, Essex, SS4 3PB





Tel: 07579 018720 (Julian)





Email:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:seecv87@gmail.com"�seecv87@gmail.com�  Website: � HYPERLINK "https://www.seecv.org.uk/" �https://www.seecv.org.uk/�








