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Street Naming and Declining Wildlife

If your home is in the Southend area you may live at one of the following locations:
Lark Rise, Nightingale Close, Puffin Place, Curlew Drive, Swallow Drive, Meadow Road.
The RSPB has analysed O.S. data for Great Britain for 2004 to 2024 and has found large increases in the number of streets in new developments named after birds that are declining in numbers.  For example:

· Streets named after the Skylark increased by 350% while the UK's breeding population has fallen by 53% in recent decades
· Street name usage for the Nightingale has increased by 37% but between 1970 and 2022 Britain lost 89% of its Nightingales
· Street name usage for the Puffin increased by 54% but the Puffin population has fallen by 23% since 2000.

 

The O.S. data also show that the use of 'meadow' in road names increased by 34% between 2004 and 2024, while the UK has lost 97% of its wildflower meadows since the 1930s.

 

Amir Khan, President of the RSPB, said: "It's no surprise to see the use of nature names and motifs in road names increasing when we know nature brings us a sense of connection and supports our well-being - combating low mood, lowering blood pressure and reducing stress and anxiety.  But a road name is no replacement for the real thing."

 

Councils and developers are happy to use the natural world in street names while at the same time we see significant declines in wildlife numbers and biodiversity. The UK has lost more biodiversity than any other country in the last few decades.

 

Nature is hugely popular in the UK, as is evidenced by the strength of support for wildlife organisations such as the RSPB and the Wildlife Trusts. Unless those in power take note, and enact measures to bolster wildlife and biodiversity, rusting street signs may be one of the few reminders of what we have lost.
Editor:  Thanks Alan, this article was right up my street!
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The South East Essex Conservation Volunteers

 (TCV Community Network)


All projects start at 10.00am at the designated meeting place.  If you intend to arrive later, please arrange to meet on site.  You are not required to stay all day, or even work all day!  Don’t forget to bring some food and drink, to dress in old clothes and to wear stout footwear (preferably safety toe-caps).  Please also bring work/gardening gloves.  If you think you may have difficulties with directions, please phone Julian on 07579 018720.
N.B. Children under 18 years and vulnerable adults MUST be accompanied and supervised by a responsible parent/guardian at all times.

*** PLEASE CONTACT US TO CONFIRM A PROJECT IS GOING AHEAD BEFORE ATTENDING ***
September 20th - Canewdon sites (e.g. Finches Nature Reserve, Paddock Copse, Village Pond)
Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon.
Footpath maintenance, meadow maintenance and other jobs, as necessary.
October 4th - St. Mary’s Nature Reserve, North Shoebury (Southend City Council)

Meet in the car park of St. Mary’s church, North Shoebury Road, North Shoebury.

General maintenance required at this site including path/litter/pond clearance.

N.B.  Please note this may be a morning only project (dependent on work required).

October 18th - Canewdon sites (e.g. Finches Nature Reserve, Paddock Copse, Village Pond)
Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon.
Footpath maintenance and other jobs, as necessary.
November 1st – Project to be confirmed
November 15th - St. Laurence Orchard, Eastwood (Trust Links / Southend City Council)

Meet on site.  The Orchard is on the corner where St. Laurence Way meets Eastwoodbury Lane.

Hedge maintenance and other tasks, as required by Trust Links.  We have created extensive dead hedges at this site from material trimmed from the perimeter hawthorn hedge.

November 29th - Rayleigh Mount (National Trust)

Meet by the main entrance to the Mount in Bellingham Lane, near the Mill Hall.                                                           
Carrying out winter work on the Mount.

December 13th – Finches Nature Reserve, Canewdon
Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon. 

Coppicing around the pond, path work and other winter jobs, as necessary.
Please feel free to bring along some festive food to share 😊.
We wish you a very Merry Christmas!  Projects resume in 2027.




                                                                                                                                               
St. Laurence Orchard


(on corner where St. Laurence Way meets Eastwoodbury Lane)


� HYPERLINK "https://stlaurenceorchard.wordpress.com/" �https://stlaurenceorchard.wordpress.com/�





Apple Day


�


Saturday 3rd October 2026


11.00am until 2.00pm





An outdoor event for all to enjoy!





SEECV are invited to run a stall at this event.  Please let us know if you can help with either staffing the stall and running an activity or setting up and packing down.   











Next year, SEECV will be celebrating its 40th anniversary.  Wow, what an accomplishment!  





The group has weathered many changes throughout this time and, in early days, even helped deal with the aftermath of the 1987 hurricane.





Do you have any memorable recollections of your SEECV days or want to let us know what the group means to you?  Would be great to share some stories.


 


Do you want a special celebration?





Please get in touch with your thoughts and stories. 








For further information, please contact the South East Essex Conservation Volunteers:





SEECV, c/o Charnwood, Anchor Lane, Canewdon, Rochford, Essex, SS4 3PB





Tel: 07579 018720 (Julian)





Email:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:seecv87@gmail.com"�seecv87@gmail.com�  Website: � HYPERLINK "https://www.seecv.org.uk/" �https://www.seecv.org.uk/�








